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New Market Historic District 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

New Market is a small drovers' town located on what was originally 
one of the major east-west routes from Baltimore and Frederick to the 
west. This road, formerly U.S. 40 or the National Pike (now Md. Rt. 144), 
is the main street of the town. There are a number of cross streets, 
all designated as alleys on the original plat. Only one of these has 
been enlarged, this to accomodate Md. Rt. 75. 

Along Main Street, the houses are grouped closely together west of 
Route 75. Many of these have common walls and the rest are generally 
separated by small side yards. The large majority of houses are set 
back from the road only by the width of the sidewalk. A few of the 
detached ones are set back further. Most houses have long, narrow 
back yards, many of which are heavily planted with trees and shrubs. 
Only one building, Mealy's Inn, has a parking lot in its rear yard. 

Only one major intrusion faces directly onto the main street. This 
is the fire station, a "pseudo-colonial" brick building fronted by 
a short expanse of macadam. Further west on the south side of Main 
Street, behind the houses, is a trucking company with a large parking 
area for tractor-trailer rigs. This stands at the western boundary 
Qf the district and is not a major intrusion as it is not easily 

ewed from the main street. 

New Market is set on a slight rise of ground in the rolling country
side of eastern Frederick County. Coming into the town from any of 
the three routes (north, east, and west), the transition from farming 
country to the town is fairly rapid. Only on the west side of town 
is there any extensive modern development. This is all outside the 
historic district boundaries and consists mainly of single homes. 

Along the main street, the town has an urban aspect when viewed in 
relation to the countryside surrounding it. There are few large open 
spaces. A very small public park of less than one-fourth acre is 
located east (25 West Main Street). A larger park is planned in the 
eastern part of town in an area essentially detached from the town 
environment to the west. The only other open spaces are the yards, 
many of which are large. 

The architectural character of the town is set by the Federal style 
buildings which dominate its center. There was only one house built 
prior to the founding of the town, and it is of a late colonial style. 
There are Greek Revival buildings of the same small scale and propor
tions as their Federal counterparts. Most of the Victorian buildings 
are also the same in scale and proportion, an exception being the 
Ramsburg House. This is a little taller and more elaborately decorated 

an the surrounding houses, providing an interesting visual relief 
om the simplified detail of the others. About 90% of the buildings 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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DESCRIPTION 

in the historic district date from the nineteenth century, with 
the remaining 10% from the late eighteenth and twentieth centuries. 

New Market contains a good collection of buildings representative 
of the several styles popular throughout its history. It is especial
ly interesting owing to its rural situation. All of the houses, 
with the exception of the stone Prosser houses are either of brick 
or frame construction. Regionally, the craftsmanship of the archi
tecture is of fine quality, being among the best turned out by the 
country builders of that time. 

Along Main Street most of the houses are in good condition, many 
having been restored for combined use as antique shops and homes. 

As a whole, the town holds together extremely well. The scale 
and proportion of most buildings harmonizes with their fellows, a 
height of two and one-half stories and width of three to four 
bays being common. The visual continuity of the streetscape 
is not obstructed by signboards, and the signs that are evident 
are on the whole small and in character with the buildings. All 
are painted in pleasing and subdued colors. There is nothing 
which overpowers the architectural unity of the town. 

The Prosser House, located at 25-27 West Main Street, is a two-
story stone house with a brick wing of later date to the rear and 
one of frame to the east. 

The stone main block faces south and is three bays wide at the 
first floor level. The transomed entrance frames an eight panel door 
and is flanked by two windows of six over six sash with lowered ex
terior blinds; above are two windows, small but similar to those 
of the first floor. The frame east wing is three bays wide at 
both floor levels on this same elevation. The five windows with 
six over six panes have paneled blinds and there is a transom over 
the entrance. To the east end of this wing is a small one-story 
one-bay frame extension. 

The brick, two-bay rear wing of the main block probably once had 
a galleried two-story porch on its east front, but the first floor 
level has been enclosed to provide additional living area. The 
second floor porch balustrade, however, remains although the 
second floor posts and porch roof do not. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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Each part of the house has a gable roof and simple boxed cornices. 
There is a single large chimney on the west end of the stone part 
and smaller flush chimneys on the exposed ends of the two principal 
wings. The building presently serves as both a private residence 
and antique shop. 

The Ramsburg House, at 33 West Main Street, is a two and one-half-
story, late nineteenth century brick house on stone foundations. 
This basically Federal-style house has been fancifully embellished 
in Victorian taste and is one of the better examples of its type 
in New Market. 

The street facade of the Ramsburg House is three bays wide. Occupy
ing the west bay of each level is a door on the first, a semi-
octagonal bay on the second, and a large brick dormer on the roof. 
The arched entrance frames a door with over and side lights; below 
the multi-paned sidelights are intricately carved under panels. 
The second floor bay projects out over the roof of a first floor 
porch decorated with elaborately pierced and cut brackets and 
frieze. The projecting bay has semi-circular headed windows, 
separated by tapered pilasters with carved capitals. The peaked 
dormer above has a three-part window under a semi-circular fanlight 
all of which is set within a pedimented blind panel. 

The Huff House at 35 West Main Street is a one and one-half story 
common bond brick house with a gable facade. 

The first floor level of the street facade is three bays across with 
a centered door flanked by windows of six over six lights; the 
two second floor windows frame sash of six over three panes. Al
though all window openings are headed by flat arches of stretcher 
brick, the door is headed by a plain wood lintel. 

At the north end of the gable roof are two flush chimneys. On the 
east slope of the roof are two dormer windows of later construction. 
On the north end of the building is a small, one-story, one-bay ad
dition . 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
































































































































